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October 15, 2018  

Happy Monday, Morro Bay! 
 
Autumn is officially here, and with that comes the anticipation for Halloween!  Morro Bay 
residents and visitors are invited to the 5th Annual ά¢ǊƛŎƪ ƻǊ ¢ǊŜŀǘέ in Downtown Morro Bay on 
October 31st, from 3:00 ς 5:30p.m.  LǘΩǎ ŀ ǎŀŦŜΣ Ŧŀmily-friendly experience for folks of all ages, 
ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 1 or a 101.  You can pick up the Trick or Treat map at DǊŀƴŘƳŀΩǎ άDŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ 
tƭŀŎŜέ /ƻǳǊǘȅŀǊŘΣ олт Morro Bay Blvd. at 3:00p.m. on Halloween.  Come out in your scariest 
costume or dress up as your favorite characterΣ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ aƻǊǊƻ .ŀȅ tƻƭƛŎŜ 
Department Haunted House that afternoon from 3:00 ς 7:00p.m.!   
 
With summer just behind us, we felt this is a good opportunity to share with the community 
how we did with tourism locally.  This City Manager update includes a recap of July and August 
efforts (typically our busiest tourist months in Morro Bay) in terms of hotel occupancy and 
hotel tax collections.   
 
In this report you will also learn how to properly equip your house for fire safety, while also 
receiving an update on the work to bring offshore wind farming to Morro Bay, among other 
important City updates.     
 
IŀǾŜ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǿŜŜƪΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ aŀƴŀƎŜǊΩǎ ǳǇŘŀǘŜΗ  CŜŜƭ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ 
share your thoughts with me either by email at scollins@morrobayca.gov or drop me a line at 
805-776-6206. 
 
Thanks! 
 
Scott Collins 
City Manager 

mailto:scollins@morrobayca.gov


 

 

Morro Bay t5Ωǎ Haunted House is Back!   

Come join the Morro Bay Police team for some frightening fun on October 31st.   

 

 

Police 

 

 

 



On September 25th, Officer Domingo Flores received the Law Enforcement Appreciation Award from the 

King David Masonic Lodge.  Every yŜŀǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜǎ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ [9hΩǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ 

region to thank them for exemplary service to their communities and their organization. This year 

Officer Flores was selected to receive this award based on his continuous dedication and commitment to 

the profession.  ²Ŝ ǘǊǳƭȅ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ hŦŦƛŎŜǊ CƭƻǊŜǎΩ ƘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ άƧǳƳǇ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ΩŜǊ 

done.έ  This award recognition is well deserved. Thank you for all that you do for our community. 

 

Officer Flores receiving his award, third from the left.  

On September 28th, Officer Maria Lomeli took part in the 2018 Morro Bay High School & Coast Union 

IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ¢ŜŜƴ 5ǊƛǾŜǊǎ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ŀƴŘΧaƻǊǊƻ .ŀȅ ǿƻƴΗ The program recognizes the importance of 

safe teen driving programs, and the schools and law enforcement agencies are working together to 

educate teens on methods and techniques to become safer drivers. 

 



Finally, On October 10th, Sergeant Nicole Taylor joined other county agencies in the opening ceremony 

for Operation Surf that Morro Bay hosted this past weekend. The opening ceremony was held in Avila 

Beach and was very well attended by local Law Enforcement and many war veterans. Operation Surf is a 

non-profit organization that helps wounded and injured active-duty military and veteran heroes move 

forward in a positive direction through an epic, life-changing surfing experience  

 

 

 

Summer Recap 

Now that summer is over, it gives Tourism the opportunity to look back to see how we did over the 

heavy tourist season. We are typically pretty full during summer months in Morro Bay, so Tourism 

makes a point of not pushing summer in terms of marketing.  Instead, we concentrate use of marketing 

funds for the October - May months (shoulder season) when we need more visitors here.  This has been 

a standard practice for many years, that helps to make best use of our marketing funds.   

With Highway 1 reopening on July 20, 2018, we did not see improvement in July over last year, although 

hotel room occupancy rates held steady at 84% (same as 2017).  August showed a strong uptick with 

additional visitors.  Occupancy rates rose from 74% (August 2017) to 81% in August 2018.  As a result, 

hotel tax collections are up 4% for the year (Fiscal Year 2018/19) compared to last year.  In addition to 

Tourism 

http://amazingsurfadventures.org/programs/operation-surf/


improvements for hotels stays, Morro Bay restaurants and retailers in the tourism corridor reported that 

they saw more visitors and increased sales than in recent years.   

If you would like to review the complete summary of the TOT report from 2005 to current year, they are 

available at:  http://www.morrobayca.gov/DocumentCenterii.asp 

 

 

Grants for Special Events  

TBID (Tourism Business Improvement District) Advisory Board recently reviewed 29 community and 

event grants for 2018/19.   The Board, consisting of five Morro Bay hoteliers plus two at large positions, 

reviews General Fund grants that positively influence tourism and help our residents and community. 

Out of the 29 grant applications, 28 were funded.  Of those, 11 were community grants for local non-

profit organizations.  One such request was submitted by Morro Bay Beautiful, who created and 

manages the annual Morro Bay Yard Sale. In an effort to help this nonprofit and Morro Bay residents, 

TBID funded aƻǊǊƻ .ŀȅ .ŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭΩ ǎ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ that will allow all residents to be part of the annual yard sale 

at no cost.  In December, Tourism will send out a formal announcement about this change and how to 

participate at no cost; look for more information in the coming months. Tourism also funded a grant for 

the Morro Bay Maritime Museum. Congratulations for a fantastic opening of their new museum! 

http://www.morrobayca.gov/DocumentCenterii.asp
http://www.morrobayca.gov/DocumentCenterii.asp


     

Some of the community programs supported by TBID grants 

Finally, we are pleased to announce hotel owner, Hemant Patel, has been appointed to the Countywide 

Tourism Board (Visit SLOCAL). Mr. Patel oversees the management of the three properties his family 

ƻǿƴǎ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ aƻǊǊƻ .ŀȅΦ aǊΦ tŀǘŜƭΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ōƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ aƻǊǊƻ .ŀȅ ƘƻǘŜƭ ƛƴ нллм ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ an 

important part of our hotel community. We are thrilled to have a large hotel owner representing all of 

the Morro Bay hotels on the County board. Please welcome Hemant! 

 

 

¢ƘŜ {ŀƴ [ǳƛǎ hōƛǎǇƻ /ƻǳƴǘȅ CƛǊŜ /ƘƛŜŦΩǎ .ǳǊƴ wŜƭŀȅ ǎǘƻǇǎ ŀǘ 5Ŝƭ aŀǊ 9ƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ  

This week many Fire Departments from our county participated in our Burn 

Relay in partnership with KSBY TV, educating thousands of children and 

raising donations for the Alisa Ann Ruch Burn Foundation.  The Burn Relay 

stopped at Del Mar Elementary with nine fire engines with Christina Favuzzi 

of KSBY Daybreak TV leading 30 firefighters in a burn prevention message to 

ƻǳǊ ƪƛŘǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ά{ǘƻǇ 5ǊƻǇ ŀƴŘ wƻƭƭΣ DŜǘ 5ƻǿƴ DŜǘ [ƻǿ DŜǘ hǳǘΣ 9ǎŎŀǇŜ 

tƭŀƴǎΣ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƳŀǘŎƘŜǎΦέ  ²Ŝ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ 

opportunity to visit up to 8,000 children at their schools throughout this county to promote a fire 

prevention message.   

The Alisa Ann Ruch Burn Foundation has multiple 

burn survivor programs to support survivors 

throughout the state of California.    In addition to 

providing a summer camp program for burn 

survivors from the western states and foreign 

countries, the burn foundation provides Back to 

School program, Young Adult Summit for survivors 

aged 17-20 

years, a Family Camp for burn survivorsΩ families, Peer Support, 

and Workshops and Conferences to enhance personal growth.  

Most of all, the Alisa Ann Ruch Burn Foundation provides special 

assistance to burn survivors such as housing and food, clothing, 

image enhancement, resources and referrals, transportation, 

pressure garments, permanent makeup, and wigs.  Donations 

collected during the burn relay goes to support the programs of 

the Alisa Ann Ruch Burn Foundation, which include burn 

Fire 

 

https://www.slocal.com/


prevention and assistance to burn survivors.  Our largest program is Champ Camp, a special summer 

camp for burn-injured children.   

This year the Morro Bay Firefighters donated $750 to sponsor one child burn survivor to Champ Camp 

this year.  As for San Luis Obispo County, firefighters donated up to $13,000 to the foundation. 

For more information about the Alisa Ann Ruch Burn Foundation, checkout www.aarbf.org.   

Follow the Morro Bay Fire Department at www.twitter.com/MorroBayFire 

Follow the City of Morro Bay at www.morrobayca.gov and www.facebook.com/CityofMorroBay 

 

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ CƛǊŜ tǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ²ŜŜƪΣ hŎǘƻōŜǊ тth ς 13th, Morro Bay Fire Department encourages 

ƻǳǊ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ά[ƻƻƪΣ [ƛǎǘŜƴΣ [ŜŀǊƴΦέ 

¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ŦƛǊŜǎ ōǳǊƴ ŦŀǎǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŜǾŜǊΦ Lƴ ŀ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ ƘƻƳŜ ŦƛǊŜΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǎ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ǘƻ ǘǿƻ 

minutes to escape safely from the time the smoke alarm sounds. Knowing how to use that time wisely 

takes planning and practice. 

NFPA statistics show that the number of U.S. home fires 

has been steadily declining over the past few decades. 

However, the death rate per 1000 home fires that are 

reported to fire departments was 10 percent higher in 

2016 than in 1980. 

ά¢ƘŜǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ 

progress in teaching people how to prevent fires from 

ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ 

themselves in the event of onŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ CƛǊŜ /ƘƛŜŦ {ǘŜǾŜƴ YƴǳŎƪƭŜǎΦ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ 

ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ǎǇŜŜŘ ŀǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ŦƛǊŜǎ ƎǊƻǿ ŀƴŘ ǎǇǊŜŀŘΦέ 

Morro Bay Fire personnel also notes that although people feel safest in their home, it is also the place 

people are at greatest risk to fire, with four out of five U.S. fire deaths occurring at home. That over-

confidence contributes to a complacency toward home escape planning and practice. 

ά²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƳŀƪŜ ŎƘƻƛces in fire situations 

ǘƘŀǘ ƧŜƻǇŀǊŘƛȊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ Ŏƻǎǘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ CƛǊŜ aŀǊǎƘŀƭ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ ±ƛŜǊǊŀ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

aƻǊǊƻ .ŀȅ CƛǊŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΦ ά²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ Ƨƻō ƻŦ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ƭƛŦŜ-

saving difference escape planniƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΦέ  

/ŀǇǘŀƛƴ ±ƛŜǊǊŀ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ά[ƻƻƪΦ [ƛǎǘŜƴΦ [ŜŀǊƴΦέ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǎǘŜǇǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Ŏŀƴ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƻ 

help quickly and safely escape a fire: 

¶ Look for places fire could start. 

¶ Listen for the sound of the smoke alarm. 

¶ Learn 2 ways out of every room.  

http://www.aarbf.org/
http://www.twitter.com/MorroBayFire
http://www.morrobayca.gov/
http://www.facebook.com/CityofMorroBay


Also noted during the City Council Proclamation at our last City Council 

meeting, only 50% of our homes in Morro Bay have a working smoke and 

carbon monoxide detector.  In fact, all fires in residences this year did not have 

a working smoke or carbon dioxide detector.  Not all fires can be prevented 

but we can control if our smoke and carbon monoxide detectors are in the 

proper location and are working properly.   

If you have any questions or need help about smoke carbon monoxide 

detectors, and home escape, contact us at 805.772.6242 or stop by our Harbor 

Street Fire Station, 715 Harbor Street.   

 

 

Pipeline Removal Project  

The Pipeline removal for the Power Plant is nearing completion.  This has given quite a show of activity 

with tugs, cranes and barges in the water and heavy equipment on the beach.  A final sweep of the 

ocean floor will take place to clear the water portion of this project as well as a sonar survey in the 

upcoming week.  The beach portion has approximately 80 feet of pipeline remaining with some permits 

still pending for the final removal in the creek area. 

 

Harbor 



Jesse King Memorial Paddle and Harbor Festival 

Jesse King Memorial Paddle and the Morro Bay Harbor Festival both took place on October 6th and kept 

Harbor Department staff busy.  Both events were successful in their attendance and were blessed with 

excellent weather.  The Jesse King Paddle is a fundraiser for Morro Bay Junior Guards in memory of our 

own City Lifeguard and Coast Guardsman who passed away 9 years ago in a free diving accident off 

Cambria. 

  

Offshore Wind Farming  

Trident Wind farm public forum was held Oct. 11th.  A great explanation of the project that hopes to 

generate electricity from wind turbines was well received by the Morro Bay audience.  The Morro Bay 

Offshore Project will consist of approximately 100 floating offshore wind systems that will harvest the 

vast offshore wind resources for the benefit of the California electric consumers. 

 


